What is A Bird of Prey?

Birds of prey are made up of birds from families of Ospr
Kites, Goshawks, Eagles, Harriers and Falcons. These
Yatfte Kdzyid FT2N A0S LINBe
opportunistic scavengers. Nests are large and conspicy
made of stick. Females are often larger than males. All b
have short heads, hooked beaks, large talons, powerful
and broad wings.

Birds of Prey are abundant in the Kimberl&ee how many

different Birds of Prey you can see prey next time you go fi
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What is A Bird of Prey?
Key characteristics to look for when identifying species:
Size Habitat
Shape of wings when gliding

Colour¢ body and wings
Colour of legs and feet
Crest
Markings on face
Shape of tail
Colour of eye
Call when in flight
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Pacific Baza

Aviceda subcristata

Size: 35¢ 45 cm f g
Distinguishing features:Short crest; Gome - f

Grey upperparts and chedtinderwing &}/{/}Jﬁﬂ
pale rufous (brown/orangeyith barredfingers on wing tip; Belly
whitish withbold dark bars.

Habitat: Coastal/sukcoastal forestfowns and parklands
Distribution: Coastal Kimberley, NT, QLD artdirNNSW

Call:Douwble whistle, rising and fallin@oft chatter.
Ref:SimpsonK. & @ b® &4CASf R DdzA RS (2
www.canetoads.com.au

GKS . ANRa

Black-Shouldered Kite Bird of Prey 2

a  KIMBERLEY SPECIALISTS

h’ »—;'

BlackShouldered Kite
Elanus axillaris

Size: 35cm
Distinguishing features:Dusk and dawr
Hunter; Individual or family group in tof
dead treesBlack patctaround eye, forms an eye brow; Body
white with grey wings; Distinct black shouldergirowing tips.
Habitat: Open woodland; grasslandsiops and parkland
Distribution: Australia wide

Calll FNEK W{I@ZIQ a2Fd WYOKSLI
Ref{f AYLA2Y Y® 3 5F& bd aCASfR DdzARS 2
www.canetoads.com.au
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Osprey
Pandion haliaetus
Size: 50- 65cm; wingspan to 1.7 m.
Distinguishing features:Patrols over
water; Plunges feet firsDistinct brown
streak thiough eye and down sides of neck; White head and
chest;Brown mottled stripe under throat; Male light; ddker
female.
Habitat: Mangroves, rivers and estuarie€ommon along Ord
River from Lake Kununurra to Argyle Dam Wall.
Distribution: Coastal Australia
Call:Ringing whistles
Ref:{ AYLAZ2Y Y® g 5F& bod 4CAStR DdzARS (2 4
www.canetoads.com.au
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SquareTailed Kite
Lophoictinia isura
Size: 50-55cm; wingspan ave 140 cm
Distinguishing featuresSolitary; &nder
with long wings; White facd;ong squar
tail, with dark band across entnderwingsufous
(brown/orange) in colour; Barred fingers on wing tips;
Similar to Black Kite, Bla8lteasted Buzzard,

Red Goshawk ahSwamp Harrier.

Habitat: Open forestwoodland or scrub

Distribution: WA, NT, QLD, NSW, Vic and SA

Call:Yelp and weak chatter
Ref:{ AYLAZ2Y Y® g 5F& bod 4CAStR DdzARS (G2 4
www.canetoads.com.au http://www.flickr.com/photos/ozjulian/

Black-Breasted Buzzard
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BlackBreasted Buzzard
Hamirostra melanosternon

Size: 50¢ 60 cm, wingspan ave 150 cr
Distinguishing featuresBlackish in
Colour;Rufous patchesn neck,shouldel
thighs and ventDistinct white patch on undeside of wng near
SI OK i A LIZQJuvenHedudatistin@alousBniil& to Little
Eagle and Swamp Harrier.

Habitat: Woodland or Arid scrub
Distribution: WA, NT, QLD, NSW and
SA

Call:Short shape whistles and calls
Ref{ AYLIA2Y Y® 3 518 bd aCAStR DdZARS (2 (f
www.canetoads.com.au www.aviceda.org/abid
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Black Kite
Milvus migrans

Size: 4555 cm wingspan ave 130 cm

Distinguishing features:Classic forked

tail; Uniform brown/grey almost black ii

strong light; pale shoulder bar; no pale

patches on wings; yellow between beak ayks (cere); yellow
feet. Similar towhistling kite

Habitat: Soars over fires; landfilyoodlands andvatercourses

Call:Descendingt & S S VNSIMINE X DDA DDA DDA £
Ref{f AYLA2Y Y® 3 5F& bd aCAStR DdzARS (2 {f

www.canetoads.com.au
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Whistling Kite
Haliastur (Milvus) sphenurus

Size:50-60 cm wingspan ave 135 cm

Distinguishing featuresHead and

underneath pale featherark wings

with pale wing liningsly’ ¥t A 3K& dzy RSNY:S|
Juvenile has spots on dark wings; plain pale tail

Habitat: Soars over woodlands;aterway;seashoresLoves
Kununurra oval.

Distribution: Australiawide.

Call: Distinct and repeated whistlé { A © ® & Xekieasihgdnd
intensity.

Ref{ AYLA2Y Y& 3 5l& bd aCAStR DdzARS G2 (4
www.canetoads.com.au
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Brahminy Kite
Haliastur indus

Size: 45-50cm, wingspan ave 120 cm
Distinguishing features:Chestnut body
and wings; white head and chestrt
wing tips; ounded tail with white tip.
Habitat: Mudflats; mangroves; andslands
Distribution: Coastal northern Australia, WA to NSW

Call:W LI&H&h-ah.Q
Ref:SimpsonK. & & b® &4CASfR DdzARS (2 GKS . ANRA
www.canetoads.com.au
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White-Bellied Sea Eagle
Haliaeetus leucogaster
Size: 75¢ 85 cm, wingspan to 22€m.
Distinguishing features:White head,
chest andail; Grey back and underside
of wings; Bare whitish legs; Female larger than mélegnile
mottled brown.

Habitat: Large rivers and lakes or coastal.

Distribution: Coastal Australia

Call:Honking and cading like a goose
Ref{ AYLIA2Y Y® s 5F& bd GCAStR DdZARS (2 f
www.canetoads.com.au
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Wedge -tailed Eagle B'rd of Pf?y 10

Wedgetailed Eagle

Aquila audax

Size: 85-105 cm; wingspan to 23tm.
Distinguishing featuresLarge. Soars
with longfingered upswept wing€Brown/black b g aarker
with age;<cruffy feathers on neck;ail distinctlongwedge shape;
Dark hooked beak; legs feet paler; hooked claws (talons) obvi
Habitat: Various except forest; common along roadsides
Distribution: Australia wide

Call:Feeble yelps and squeals
Ref:{ AYLAZ2Y Y® g 5F& bod 4CAStR DdzARS (G2 H

www.canetoads.com.au
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Little Eagle

Heiraaetus morphnoides

Size: 45-55cm; wingspan ave 120 cm
Distinguishing features:Head

light brown to lightrufous; Back
streaks on cheeks; Short crest of black feathers; Prominent lig
band on wingWing feathers tipped with black; Legs feathered;
Either light or dark brown morphs. Similar to Whistling Kite an
Squaretailed Kite.

Habitat: Open forest and wodland;agricultural land
Distribution: Australia wide

Call:Loud high pitched whistle,-2 rapid notes. Also, mellow lon

squeals
Ref{ AYLIA2Y Y® 3 518 bd aCAStR DdZARS G2 (f
www.canetoads.com.au http://www.flickr.com/photos/ozjulian/
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Brown Goshawk
Accipiterfasciatus
Size: 40¢ 55 cm wingspan to 100 cm.
Distinguishing features:Bright yellow ;
eyes Flatwinged glide when soaring
Beetledbrowed;Head/body grey. €éange/brown (rufous) collar
across neck; underneath faintly barred rufous, white; long yell
legs
Common Habitat: Timbered areashunts near waterways
Species Distribution: Australia wide
Call:Chatter; squeals and rapid shrills
Ref{ AYLIA2Y Y® 9 51& bd GCAStR DdzARS (2 Ff
© Katrina Nissen www.canetoads.com.au
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Collared Sparrowhawk
Accipiter cirrhocephalus
Size: 30-40cm ,
Distinguishing features:Short rounded ;
Wings;Similar colour to Brown Goshav
however squarer tailess beetlebrowed eyes, finer legs and
toes; Male smaller than female; Flat winged glide when soarin
Habitat: Areas with trees
Distribution: Australia wide
Call:Male: rapd shrill chatter. Femat lower pitch;slower calls.
Ref{f AYLA2Y Y® 3 5F& bd aCAStR DdzARS {2 {fH
Common www.canetoads.com.au
Species
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White or Grey Goshawk , m
White or Grey Goshawk
Accipiter novaehollandiae
© Larry Dunis Size: 40-55cm
Distinguishing features:Either pure ;
white or grey colour plumagésimberley
dominated by whiteplumage; Eye dark redlyings rounded with
darker wing tipsyyellow legs.
Habitat: Forests, esp. coastal forest
Distribution: Coastal Australia from Kimberley, NT, QLD, NSW
SA .
Call:Rising repeated shrill whistle,
also chatter
© Fatih Sam Ref:SimpsonK. & @ b® &4CASftR DdzARS (2 GKS . ANRA
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